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In this issue, which starts with our SIG
news and business report with JALT2017
Forum as well as AGM information, Maki
Hirono introduces a school initiative for
JSL/JFL learners. From JSL/JFL Educators,
Tomoko Maruyama describes a classroom
activity with Dictogloss, and Michiyo
Matsuura’s article is about a classroom
with practice teachers for study abroad
students. Oliver Rose shares information
on how to use the Quizlet Flashcard
Website for JSL learners, and Asako
Yamaguchi then provides information on
JSL conferences and workshops. Finally,
the last page shows SIG membership
information.

We appreciate your continued support of
the JSL SIG by providing articles, giving
feedback, and reading our newsletter.

JSL SIG Newsletter Editor
Maki Hirono
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SIG News/Busmess

»JALT2017

The 43 JALT
Annual International
Conference 2017 will
be held at Tsukuba
International Congress
Center (Epochal
Tsukuba) in Tsukuba,
Ibaraki on November
17" - 20™ in 2017.
Our JALT JSL SIG Forum and AGM have
been scheduled as shown below.

TSUKURB
NOVEM

»JALT JSL SIG Forum

Presentation Title:

A Look at Politeness in Japanese

Format: Short Forum (60 minutes)
Time: Saturday, November 18th

4:55 PM - 5:55 PM in Room 302
Moderator:

JSL Coordinator

Megumi Kawate-Mierzejewska
Presenters:

1. Peter Ross, Tokyo Keizai University

2. Maki Hirono, Temple University Japan
3. Kentaro Sawa, Temple University Japan
Short Summary:

In this forum, we will discuss politeness in
Japanese from different perspectives,
including "Politeness without Keigo,”
“Politeness in Japanese Written Discourse,”
and “Politeness in Business Interactions.” A
discussion session will follow the
presentations.

» JSL SIG AGM

Format: Meeting (45 minutes)
Time: Saturday, November 18th
3:30 PM - 4:15 PM in Room 402

More details will be provided in our
Autumn 2017 Newsletter.

»Call for Articles: JSL SIG Newsletter
Would you like to make a contribution
to our SIG newsletter? We are accepting
articles, JSL announcements, conference
reports and reviews, interviews, lesson
plans, book reviews, student essays, etc.
from JSL SIG members and their students
and colleagues. We accept articles related
to JSL/JFL in either Japanese or English.
For the next issue, submit your
contribution by October 31, 2017 to
<jslsigjalt@gmail.com> with the subject
header: [Newsletter Article]. We post our
Newsletter on the JSL SIG homepage
(http://jalt.org/jsl/) periodically. Please be
sure to clear copyright issues when you use
images/photos.
» JSL SIG Officers for 2016-2017

Coordinator: Megumi
Kawate-Mierzejewska

Treasurer: Minami Kanda

Program: Hiroki Shimotori

Membership: Keiko Sakatani

Publicity Yo Hamada

Co-Chairs: Shingo Moriyama

Publication: Christopher Hennessy

English Editor: Peter Ross

Digital Publication  Colin Bethell

Editor:

Webmaster: Shingo Moriyama

Co-Chairs: Oliver Rose

Newsletter: Maki Hirono

E-mail address: jsl@jalt.org
jslsigjalt@gmail.com

Website: http://jalt.org/jsl/
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Nihongo Salon at School Cafeteria for

Students, Faculty and Staff
Maki Hirono
Temple University, Japan Campus

Serving as the newsletter editor of JALT
JSL SIG, I also work as an administrator at
Temple University, Japan Campus (TUJ)

Today | would like to introduce TUJ’s
Nihongo Salon initiative to you.

The main objective of holding Nihongo
Salon is to provide a venue (the second
floor cafeteria) and a time (one hour around
lunch time) for not only our students but
also faculty and staff to practice Japanese in
a casual atmosphere. Since our school is a
branch campus of the American university,
all subjects except Japanese classes are
taught in English. In such circumstances, we
receive feedback from non-Japanese
speaking students on the difficulty faced
with practicing Japanese after learning it in
the classroom; therefore, the Japanese
Language Program (Coordinator Osada),
Office of Student Services, Career
Development Office, Communications and
other concerned offices organized and
started this activity in February 2017.
Nihongo Salon is now held monthly. This is
open to everyone at school, no matter what
their level of proficiency, and also provides
a great opportunity to get to know each
other.

On July 13" in 2017, I attended the
Nihongo Salon, and asked attendees
several questions in the form of a
questionnaire. Approximately 25 people
came, 30% of them were students who are
currently taking Japanese classes at TUJ,
30% were study abroad students who have
come to Japan for the first time, 30% were
staff members who are Japanese speakers
or have been living in Japan for a while,
and the other 10% were Faculty.

| asked them the following three
questions and received six responses.
Question 1:

HIRTIIMER, EZ THAEZFATE
% L 727> Where, and for how long, have you
learned/been learning Nihongo?

Question 2:

AAGEY v SN 2 BH I3 T,
Fro, EOIEHLTWET D (7562860
T4, What makes you attend Nihongo
Salon, and how do you (or intend to) take
advantage of it?

Question 3:

AAGERR N 2 EHICED LTI, bl
(CLBIR AT UIM T D, £, Thzk
HIZDT 5 DI RAI R FIEITTL X 9
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7, To further improve your Nihongo, what
skill(s) do you need to learn more, and what
would be an efficient way of learning
it/them?

The responses to Question #1 have a wide
range of years learning Japanese, from 8
months to 27 years. A couple of respondents
self-studied Japanese and then entered TUJ
recently, and several others had learned for
more than 15 years. They had opportunities

to learn first at high school and/or university,

and then needed to use the language in their
daily lives in Japan. From this result, we
assume that the 20 attendees had different
proficiency levels of Japanese.

As for Question #2, one answered that it
was because there are few opportunities to
speak Japanese at school, and another said
that this activity helps more students learn
the language outside the classroom. Some
of them were actually here to complete one
of their assignments for the Japanese oral
intensive class. Coordinator Osada was
present with them to help them attend this
event. Moreover, a couple of them
accidentally found the event when walking
past the cafeteria at first, but now come here
regularly.

Question #3 had fairly consistent
responses. Skills needed for further
improvement of Nihongo proficiency are
listening and speaking. A couple of the
longer-term learners of Japanese noted that
the language switching speed and keigo
would also need to be improved. The result
of this question indeed proves that
participants would need frequent practice
of using learned words, phrases and
vocabulary by speaking and interacting
with others. In terms of speaking skills,
some respondents stated that efficient ways
of improving are to watch more Japanese
anime and dramas, and to attempt to talk
more to local Japanese people. They can
now add one more efficient way — going to
Nihongo Salon!

I strongly believe TUJ’s
Nihongo Salon is a great initiative for all
of us, and helps us to understand the
importance of non-classroom activities
when we learn Japanese as a second
language or a new foreign language, and
aim at using the language as a tool for
communication in society. In addition,
since Japan’s job market is strong
nowadays, our Career Development Office
is ready to send our students to Japanese
and international firms located in Japan
once they reach a sufficient Japanese
proficiency. Our staff and faculty will
continue to promote this initiative, and to
have more and more students come and
practice Japanese at the cafeteria during
lunch time.
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Self-introduction and greetings

Japanese characters

Japanese food and eating out

Expressions for shopping

Talk about hobbies and travels

Traditional cultures and pop cultures

Writing a letter

O|IN|O|OIBA|IWIN| -

Making a speech
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Using the Quizlet Flashcard
Website for JSL
Oliver Rose

Quizlet (www.quizlet.com) is a very
user-friendly and reliable flashcard website
that also has free iPhone and Android apps
for students. It has long been a popular
American website for English speakers, but
it has recently added a multilingual interface
and instructions so it is now even easier for
people from any country to use.

It has millions of sets of flashcards on
any subject, including many Japanese lists
for topics such as the JLPT and popular
textbooks like ‘Genki’ and ‘Minna no

Nihongo’. The flashcard sets can include
pictures and automatically provide
high-quality text-to-speech audio.

You can use the existing lists as they are,
or copy and edit them. You can also make
your own, by typing or copy-pasting
spreadsheet data. Flashcards are all in
2-sided format, so the kanji would usually
go on one side and both the meaning and
reading (and optional picture) on the other
side.

You can find many good
Japanese-English lists of words and phrases
on my Quizlet user account with the
username ‘kanjigames’:
https://quizlet.com/kanjigames/folders

These are some of the activities that you
can use the lists with:

a. Flashcards - you can choose to show
all information at once, or show one
side and then the other. For focused
practice of a subset of difficult items,
you can mark them with a yellow star,
and these items can then be studied
separately.

o

Learn - You type the answer. In
‘Settings’, you can choose whether the
prompt and answer are the kanji,
English or hiragana reading.

c. Match - both questions and answers
for some of the flashcards are shown,
and the user has to match them.

d. Live - If ateacher has set up a class,
they can hold a quiz game in their
class (minimum 6 players).

You can set up a free teacher’s account
and create classes with assigned flashcard
sets which your students can join. If you
upgrade to a paid account you can also
monitor class/student/set progress in the
following ways:

a. On flashcard sets, you can see the
percentage of times items are gotten
correct or mistaken by the class as a
whole, making it easier to review
efficiently.


http://www.quizlet.com/
https://quizlet.com/kanjigames/folders
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b. You can also see which students have
completed the different types of activity
for a given flashcard set, making it
possible to set Quizlet study as a
homework activity. N.B. Although you
can see a student’s results for an
activity, you cannot see which mode
was used (e.g. whether the user had to
answer with English, kanji or hiragana).
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Other Activities
Using Quizlet Flashcard Sets
Quizlet flashcard sets can also be imported
into the free PhraseBot app
(www.phrasebotapp.com), which is more
game-like and offers progress tracking and
different kinds of modes not provided by
Quizlet, such as breaking up words into
individual kanji/kana.

They can also be used in several HTML5
games on the Kanji Games website

KANJI GAMES

& AppStore

Kanji Connect PhraseBot

Kangi Crush

(http://www.kanjigames.com/htmI5-games.html)
by using the Quizlet flashcard set ID
number (the last string of numbers seen in
the set’s URL e.g.
https://quizlet.com/211795668)

Further information on the Quizlet
website for teachers (in Japanese):
https://quizlet.com/ja/teachers

Here is the link for a bilingual version of
the article on my website blog:
http://www.kanjigames.com/kanji-games-blog

Feel free to get in touch if you have any
questions about how to use Quizlet or the
Kanji Games websites or apps!

Email: oliverrose@kwansei.ac.jp
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Conference Information

Academic Conferences
FE RS - BEHEORIM LY
Asako Yamaguchi

Temple University, Japan Campus
»Conference for Japanese Education
at Agency for Cultural Affairs
SAVIT B ARGEBE T
(R R - RFIRRE)
August 26" and 27", 2017 (Ended)
Venue: LT - SCEEEE HEE (Tokyo)
September 30™ and October 1%, 2017
Venue: KPR ZRAFE & % —(0saka)
http://www.bunka.go.jp/seisaku/kokugo_nihong
o/kyoiku/kyoiku_yotei/

»Institute of International Education in London-
Open Seminar for Postgraduate Diploma in
Teaching Japanese as Foreign
Language/Postgraduate Certificate in Teaching
English for Children

PEEEBREEMICRT B AGEHAN AR fGRRR -
R S FEHIMBRGREZ L IXoE I —T#
R DT D EFEHT O A
http://www.iiel.org.uk/opendays/opendays in_japa
n.html

October 21%, 2017 (14:00-16:30)

KRR 21, Osaka
http://osaka-shigaku.qgr.jp/kaikan/access/index.html
October 22", 2017 (13:00-15:30)

e - #AEAE, Fukuoka
http://tsukushi-kaikan.jp/access/

October 29" 2017 (13:00-15:30)

Ui - T U — A A LBz, Tokyo
http://www.oursinn-hankyu.co.jp/ja/service/access

»TJALT2017 The 43" JALT Annual
International Conference 2017

%5 43 [0 JALT EREE RS

“Language Teaching in a Global Age:
Shaping the Classroom, Shaping the World”
http://jalt.org/conference

November 17" — 20™, 2017

Venue: Tsukuba International Congress
Center (Epochal Tsukuba/-> < (Z[E A%
%), Tsukuba, Ibaraki
https://www.epochal.or.jp/eng/access/map_shu
hen.html G INA

»13th Conference of The Society for Research
on Collaboration in Language Learning

%5 13 [l 78 R R /e = & B =

A IESE DRSS

December 2™, 2017

Deadline for abstract submission for poster
presentation: October 1%, 2017
http://kyodo-jissen-kenkyukai.com/

Venue: Waseda Campus of Waseda University

»JSL Educational Project for Non-Japanese
People living in Japan by the Cultural Affairs
Agency (Project for the 30" year of Heisei)
ABFIC L D TEEE & LTOSEAN] D
72D AARFEREFHE (AL 30 FEFE)
1. Local Educational Practice Program

M A AGEBE RE T 0 7T A

2. Local Educational Start-up Program
MU B AGEREA Y — N T v 7 7a s J A
Applicants: Local Government, Municipal
Authorities, Educational Institutions,
International Associations, NPO, etc.
Application Open: October 2017

Application Deadline: December 2017

Notice of Results : March 2018
http://www.bunka.go.jp/seisaku/kokugo _nihongo
/kyoiku/seikatsusha_kyoiku_jigyo/index.html
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JSL SIG Membership Information

AAEH B AT

HARGEZBEMIEE = (QSLSIG) 1%, &#H
SiE - AERE L L CoO A AGEIRE - BAGE
e HAREBHEMEEON LA RIEL, #E
< S BFGED T2 6 DB RO A 1Ak
TWET, T2, EMEDFRD L DI
BB 2 A ARGBEHIRESS B
DFL - A SER R L ET) OWFEHE
HIZH BN TOES, BARFEDRY
F o EE - W OfE 72 2SN AR
WE L £,

-

AHCW%
o
g

A AR B A A N N—FE
AB42 ISL SIG ITBIESL 44 1E E D EN

BYOETH, REEEZHECLEICRY MY

— 7 KT DL WRREBEZEEL T

F7, BEEORESLCEBIY GV EIch,

TIEE B TR IV,

SBDOAY v b

L. Fa3CEE [IALT HAGEEAmE] [C&
TEDHQEIZIEFRIT, b V)

2. —a— AU Z—NEM S D (B 3 [E])

3. Ta—ALHA—|IHTREELR— K,
HAFEOHZ I - F O, TDMEED
PRI - MRT —~ - B E
A LWL EE R TE S

4. PanSIG T¥ % T & % (PanSIG official site
Z il L CH LiATe)

5. JALT <2 PanSIG @ JSLSIG 7 #— T A,
REHZELTEMTE D HBEOH DT
IZ jsl@jalt.org F T)

6. JSL A0 SIG DAFFERITSIN L E /AL
Harlp BN TE D

* ASHIEZ, JALT R— L_— % O

<72 &\, http://jalt.org/main/membership

JSL SIG Mission Statement

The mission of the Japanese as a
Second Language Special Interest Group
(JSL SIG) of the Japan Association for
Language Teaching (JALT) is to serve as a
resource for promoting JSL/JFL teaching,
learning and research. We welcome JSL/
JFL teachers, learners, and researchers to
join and take an active role in our SIG.

JSL SIG Membership
The JSL SIG currently has around 51
members. To expand our network and
share JSL information more dynamically,
invite your colleagues and friends to join!

Benefits of being a member : Be able to

1. Contribute a paper to the peer-reviewed

JALT Journal of Japanese Language
Education, which is published
bi-annually.

. Receive three SIG newsletters per year.

. Contribute articles, conference reports,

teaching ideas, students’ essays, call for
papers, etc. to the SIG newsletter.

4. Present at the PanSIG conference (refer
the PanSIG official website).

5. Participate the JSL forums as a
presenter at the PanSIG and/or the
JALT annual conference (contact
jsl@jalt.org)

6. Attend JSL SIG meetings and
workshops

* Please refer the JALT membership

categories and fees on the JALT

homepage.
http://jalt.org/main/membership

w N

Urban Edge Bldg 5F, 1-37-9 Taito,
Taito-ku, Tokyo, 110-0016, JAPAN
Tel: 03-3837-1630 Fax: 03-3837-1631

http://jalt.org/
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