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An Afternoon in Ueno Park (Part 12)

Tadashi Ishida

This is the twelfth in a series of articles in which Tadashi
Ishida, an English teacher at a community center in Taito
Ward in Tokyo, describes a language-learning activity that
he conducted with his class. After considerable research and
preparation, the learners toured Ueno Park with a foreign
visitor, Mrs. Fitzwater, explaining to her the highlights of the
park and answering her questions. After the tour, the
learners wrote their own combination text and guidebook

based on this experience.

”

The group continues their tour of the museum. Miss Arai described a “jinrikisha”.
Miss Arai: This is jinrikisha or rickshaw. It is pulled by a person.

Ms. Fitzwater: The driver is also the energy. There are no horses or animals to pull it, right?
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Miss Arai: Yes, that is right.

Ms.Fitzwater: Did you ever ride in one?

Miss Arai: No, I have never ridden in one.

Ms.Fitzwater: I mean, do they have any in parks where you can ride? Sometimes in restored

places, parks in America, they have old kinds of vehicles, and they will give you a ride in one for,

you know, for so much money. You buy a ticket and ride in an old wagon, or an old covered wagon,

or an old hay wagon, something like that. It might be a good business here, too.

Miss Arai: Actually, rickshaws are waiting for tourists in front of the Kaminarimon Gate to the

Sensoji Temple. You can buy a ticket and ride in one. They will show you around Asakusa.

Ms. Fitzwater: I see.
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Miss Nihongi explained about a cheap sweet shop.

Miss Nihongi: The next store is a dagashiya, It’s a cheap sweet shop. This shop was in a

tenement house. Children used to play together here. We used to play, too.
Ms. Fitzwater: Did you say what? cheap, cheap sweet, sweet shop.

Miss Nihongi: Yes, I said cheap sweet shop.

Miss Nihingi: Do you know what this toy is ?

Ms. Fitzwater: Top! We call it a top. Do you think children have changed? You do?

Ms. Fitzwater: Top! We call it a top. Do you think children have changed? You do?
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Miss Nihongi: Yes, I do. They play computer games recently. They don’t always play together.
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Mzr. Kato tries to show Mrs. Fitzwater a magic trick in the cheap sweet shop.

Mr. Kato: I put a coin in this box, then I cover the box, and when I uncover it, the coin has

disappeared.

Ms. Fitzwater: Where’d they go?

Mr. Kato: Do you want to know what happened?

Mzr. Kato showed her how the coin disappeared.

Ms. Fitzwater: I see, I see, sleight of hand trick, very interesting.
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