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An afternoon in Ueno Park (Part 13)

Tadashi Ishida

This is the thirteenth in a series of articles in which Tadashi Ishida, an English teacher at a

community center in Taito Ward in Tokyo, describes a language-learning activity that he

conducted with his class. After considerable research and preparation, the learners toured Ueno

Park with a foreign visitor, Mrs. Fitzwater, explaining to her the highlights of the park and

answering her questions. After the tour, the learners wrote their own combination text and

guidebook based on this experience.

The group continues their tour of the museum. The next store is a copper boiler shop. Mr. Akagi

showed Mrs. Fitzwater the copper boiler shop.

Mrs. Fitzwater: What is a copper boiler?

Mr. Akagi: It is a teakettle made of copper.

Mrs. Fitzwater: I see.
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Miss. Nihongi pointed to a piece of furniture.

Mrs. Nihongi: This is a chest of drawers. Kimonos are kept in it. I'll show you a kimono.

Mrs. Fitzwater: Thank you.
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Miss. Nihongi played with a broom.

Mrs. Nihongi: This is a broom. A witch does not ride on this broom.

Mrs. Fitzwater: Interesting!
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Then we looked at a musical instruments.

Miss Nihongi: This is a “shamisen.” It’s like a guitar. The material is wood and leather

made from cat’s skin.
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Mrs. Fitzwater: This is a very interesting museum. Did you have to get special

permission to go and look at all this, or can you come any time and go through and
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look? Did you have to get special permission to open the drawers and look at

[‘ N '-._ \

(@) ;/’ [rd

everything?

Miss Nihongi: We didn’t have to. We didn’t get special permission.

Mrs. Fitzwater: I think that is great. I've never been to a museum where you could

actually touch anything. I think this will be very good to show someone from a

foreign country, because you can show them everything about Japanese daily life.

Right? Open it up and show them. I think that’s great, and very rare. Do you have

very many museums of this kind in Japan?

Mr Akagi: As far as I know, this is the only museum where we can touch anything

in it.

7 2RISR O H HEMEE T, Z2ICHLETOME AL

KR 22 3R rl 21572 P U WVIT A TLEZN? WO THZ ZICE T,

BETOMZERLZENTEETN? GIHLZHIT T, 2ETOMERD

eI, Rl Z2dF Al 252 T IV T EEAT L ?

Z WA, BRI 2R TV EE AL

21



JM}IJ]LJ;lJLJ \j\ I gﬂgﬁ@@[

7 FRUFEBEL LnWERWET, 4 F T, EEIMTL b s EWEEIC

ITo7lZ b EHA, ZIIENIEREDLDIZIEFICTRWV EEWE

T, e, HAROHFEAERIZOWT, ETEEOICAELZ ENTE

LMBTY, £HITLEI 2T TRAELZOTY, TAITHEKBELLVWER

WET, FRITRERSICHY FEA, ARIZITZOL D REMEEN AL IC

< EHY ET0°

ZCRHOMBIEY . 22X, AITHL X b AME—DOEMEE T,

22



