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An Afternoon in Ueno Park (Part 15)
Tadashi Ishida

This is the fifteenth in a series of articles in which Tadashi Ishida, an English teacher
at a community center in Taito Ward in Tokyo, describes a language-learning activity
that he conducted with his class. After considerable research and preparation, the
learners toured Ueno Park with a foreign visitor, Mrs. Fitzwater, explaining to her the
highlights of the park and answering her questions. After the tour, the learners

wrote their own combination text and guidebook based on this experience.

Mrs.Fitzwater looked at the sliding doors.

Fitzwater: In Japan all the doors and windows slide. Do you know who invented sliding

doors?

Miss Arai answered after a little while.

Arai: I think a housewife did.
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Miss Arai explained the "gomibako.”

Arai: Dirty paper and dirty things are put in a gomibako.

Fitzwater: I thought maybe at first it was a wood box. We had boxes and put wood in

them to take in to the fire.
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Miss Arai pointed out the toilet. Mrs. Fitzwater asked her a question.
Fitzwater: Is this an old-fashioned toilet? Did you call it a toilet?
Arai: Yes, we did.

Fitzwater: We had something very similar in early America. We called it an outhouse. It

was always separate from the house for sanitary reasons, I guess.
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Mrs. Yoshida explained about Sanja Festival.
Fitzwater: Is this a portable shrine that they carried on their shoulders in festivals?
Yoshida: Yes. Long ago, a portable shrine had a seat on which an emperor sat.
Fitzwater: Did he ride back there?
Yoshida: No, up here.
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