An Afternoon in Ueno Park (Part 16)
Tadashi Ishida

This 1s the sixteenth in a series of articles in which Tadashi Ishida, an English teacher at a
community center in Taito Ward in Tokyo, describes a language-learning activity that  he
conducted with his class. After considerable research and preparation, the learners toured Ueno
Park with a foreign visitor, Mrs. Fitzwater, explaining to her the highlights of the park and
answering her questions. After the tour, the Iearners wrote their own combination text and
guidebook based on this experience.

Mrs. Fitzwater looked at the origami exhibit with Ms. Nihongi.

F: Can every Japanese do origami? When do you learn it?

N: My mother taught me when I was little.

F: Several people have tried to teach me in the past two weeks, but 1 have a little trouble with it.
I've tried a little, and 1 have been shown how. I've got books and paper, and so I'm going to go
back and let my Japanese students teach me at home.

N: This is a crane. The crane symbolizes a long life. Do you

know how to make this bird?

F: No, I don’t.
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Miss Nihongi tried to teach Mrs. Fitzwater how to make an origami samurai helmet. Since Miss
Nihongi is a kindergarten teacher, she has had a lot of experience teaching origami.

N: Do you know how to make a samurai helmet?
F: No, I don’t.

N: Let’s try to make the helmet of a samurai.

F: We can try.
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Mrs. Fitzwater finally completed the helmet and put it on her head.
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