The LLL SIG Newsletter

An Afternoon in Ueno Park (Part 17)
Tadashi Ishida

This is the seventeenth in a series of articles in which Tadashi Ishida, an
English teacher at a community center in Taito Ward in Tokyo, describes a
language-learning activity that he conducted with his class. After
considerable research and preparation, the learners toured Ueno Park with a
foreign visitor, Mrs. Fitzwater, explaining to her the highlights of the park
and answering her questions. After the tour, the learners wrote their own

combination text and guidebook based on this experience.
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Mrs. Fitzwater looked at a small kitchen utensil.

What do you call this?

We call it an oroshigane.

Do you know what you use it for?

Yes, I do.

We call it a grater. We grate cheese or onion or something like that on
it.

N: We grate radish and ginger on it.
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Mrs. Yoshida described the pillow.

F: Would you use that kind of a pillow to sleep on?
Y: I will show you how to use it.

Mrs.Yoshida demonstrated how to use it.
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Mrs. Fitzwater became interested in the old Japanese hair style and asked
Miss Arai about it.

F:
A:

F:

Are you glad that the old hair style has changed?

Yes, I am glad that the hair style has changed because I can't do my hair
like that myself.

In other words, you couldn't fix it yourself. You would have to go to the
beauty parlor.

Yes, you're right.
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