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An Afternoon in Ueno Park (Part 18) 

Tadashi Ishida 
 
This is the eighteenth in a series of articles in which Tadashi Ishida, an English 
teacher at a community center in Taito Ward in Tokyo, describes a 
language-learning activity that he conducted with his class. After considerable 
research and preparation, the learners toured Ueno Park with a foreign visitor, 
Mrs. Fitzwater, explaining to her the highlights of the park and answering her 
questions. After the tour, the learners wrote their own combination text and 
guidebook based on this experience. 
 
Miss Arai explained the chochin, a paper lantern. 
 
A: This is a chochin. We put a candle in it. We put bamboo 

around it, and then we put paper around the bamboo. 
F: I see. 
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Mrs. Fitzwater looked at a small box. 
 
F:  Is that an old-fashioned lunch box? What would they take in their lunch box? 
A:  They would take rice balls and pickles in the lunch box. 
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Mrs. Fitzwater looked at an old iron. 
 
F:  Did they put coals in the iron? 
A:  Yes, they did. 
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We got out of the Shitamachi Folk Life Museum and headed for the open-air 
theater. 
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Miss Suzuki told about the open-air theater. 
 
S:  The open-air theater is near Shinobazu Pond. 

There is a variety show presented every night by  
first-class entertainers. 
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Mrs. Fitzwater said goodbye to the students. 
 
F:  Thank you very much for showing me around Ueno 

Park. Someday I will show all of you around Houston. 
S:  When do you leave Japan? 
F:  I will leave tomorrow on Japan Airlines flight #062 

for Los Angeles. 
S:  Maybe I will not be able to see you off, but please have 

a good trip. 
F:  Thank you. 
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The End 
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